JOHN’S ESL COMMUNITY: CLASSROOM IDEAS AND ACTIVITIES
The Dating Game
To play this game you must first locate, and clip out, the personal ads from an English newspaper. I
always paste the ads on a piece of 81/2 X 11 construction paper and then make copies for the class.
Make sure the students understand that the personals are listed by Men Seeking Women and Women
Seeking Men. Every time I have used these exercises, my students have had a lot of fun. I'm sure yours
will, too. You may use the following exercises as they are written or modify them according to the needs
of your class.

Exercise 1. Have students work with a partner and select an ad under the heading Women Seeking Men.
Then tell them that they have to find a match in the Men Seeking Women column. They must be able to
explain to the class why they believe the two people in the ads are compatible. Some questions they
should ask themselves as they compare ads from the two columns are:
What traits do the man and woman have in common?
What activities do they both like?
Are they both looking for the same type of relationship?
Explain that you expect them to use full, grammatically correct sentences when explaining their choices
to the class.

Exercise 2. There are many words and terms in the personal ads that have meanings that are different
than what the words may normally mean. For example: A California Goddess is not a female god from
California, but rather, the words suggest that the woman who wrote the ad believes she is a woman of
extraordinary class, who is from California.
Have the students work with their partner to make a list of ten such expressions. They should then
discuss the meanings in context to the ads and try to come up with an approximate meaning. Have the
students list the expressions and their meanings on a piece of paper and be prepared to discuss them in
class.
After discussing the meaning of the words in context of the ads, ask the students to write their own
personal ad. Encourage them to use lots of adjectives and to be as creative as possible describing
themselves. They should not share their ad with other students, but they should write their name on
the paper.
After everyone has completed their personal ad, collect them from the students and mix them up in a
box. Then one by one have the students come up and choose a personal ad from the box. The student
should then read the ad to the class (do not read the student’s name), and the class has to guess who
wrote the personal ad.
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