
 

1 | P a g e  
Copyright © John’s ESL Community 

http://www.johnsesl.com 

JOHN’S ESL COMMUNITY: HOLIDAY WORKSHEETS 

Halloween Vocabulary 

afterlife: life that exist after one dies; life in heaven, hell. 

apparition: a supernatural appearance of a person or thing, especially a ghost 

bizarre: unusual in appearance, style, or general character and often involving unexpected elements 

blood: the fluid that circulates in the vascular system of human beings and other vertebrates 

bloodcurdling: arousing terror; horrifying: 

broomstick: the long handle of a broom; a mode of transportation for a witch 

cackle: to laugh in a shrill, broken manner. 

candy: any of a variety of confections made with sugar, syrup, etc., 

casket:  another name for coffin  

cauldron: a large kettle or boiler.  

cemetery: an area set apart for or containing graves, tombs; a burial ground; graveyard. 

cobweb: a web spun by a spider to entrap its prey. 

coffin: the box or case in which the body of a dead person is placed for burial  

corpse: a dead body, usually of a human being. 

costume: a style of clothing; a type of clothing use to disguise one's appearance. 

dead: not alive; no longer living. 

demon: an evil spirit; devil or fiend; a person considered extremely wicked, evil, or cruel. 

devil:  the supreme spirit of evil; Satan. 

dress-up: to wear clothes not normally worn; to dress in formal attire.  

eerie: uncanny, so as to inspire superstitious fear. 

ghost:  a disembodied spirit imagined, usually as a vague, shadowy or evanescent form. 

ghostly:  characteristic of, or resembling a ghost. 

ghoul: an evil demon supposed to feed on human beings. 

grave: an hole made in the earth in which to bury a dead body; a tomb. 

Grim Reaper: the personification of death as a man or cloaked skeleton holding a scythe. 

gruesome: causing great horror; horribly repugnant. 

haunted house:  a house or other building often perceived as being inhabited by disembodied spirits of 

the dead. 
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Halloween Vocabulary 

howl: to utter a loud, prolonged, mournful cry, as that of a dog or wolf. 

jack-o'-lantern: a hollowed pumpkin with openings cut to represent human eyes, nose, and mouth. 

monster: any animal or human grotesquely deviating from the normal shape, behavior, or character. 

mummy: the dead body of a human being or animal preserved by the ancient Egyptian process or some 

similar method of embalming. 

nightmare: a terrifying dream in which the dreamer experiences fear. 

October: the 10th month of the year 

phantom: an appearance or illusion without material substance; an apparition. 

poltergeist: a ghost or spirit supposed to manifest its presence by noises. 

pumpkin: a large, edible, orange-yellow fruit. 

scary: causing fright or alarm. 

scream: a loud, sharp, piercing cry. 

shadow: a dark figure or image cast on the ground or some surface by a body blocking the light. 

skeleton: the bones of a human or an animal forming the framework of the body. 

skull: the bone of the head, enclosing the brain. 

superstition: a belief or notion, not based on reason or knowledge, 

tomb: an hole made in the earth in which to bury a dead body; a grave. 

trick-or-treat: a children's Halloween custom, in which they call on neighbors, using this phrase, and 

threaten to play a trick if a treat is not given. 

vampire: a supernatural being, commonly believed to be a reanimated corpse, that is said to suck the 

blood of sleeping persons at night. 

warlock: a male witch; sorcerer. 

werewolf: a human being who is capable of assuming the form of a wolf. 

witch: a woman, who professes or is supposed to practice magic or sorcery; a sorceress. 

zombie: a dead person given the semblance of life, but mute and will-less, by a supernatural force.  
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