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JOHN’S ESL COMMUNITY: HOLIDAY WORKSHEETS 

New Year’s Vocabulary 

 

1. Auld Lang Syne: A traditional Scottish song, customarily sung on New Year's Eve 

2. Champagne: the sparkling, dry, white table wine from the region of Champagne in France. 

3. December: the last month of the year; the 12th month 

4. Father Time: time personified as an old bearded man, usually carrying a scythe and an hourglass. 

5. January: the first month of the year. 

6. New Year's Eve: the night of December 31, often celebrated with merrymaking to usher in the new 

year at midnight. 

7. New Year: the first day or few days of a year in any of various calendars. 

8. Times Square: a wide intersection extending from 43rd to 47th Streets in central Manhattan, New 

York City, where Broadway and Seventh Avenue intersect. 

9. baby: an infant or very young child. 

10. ball: a large, usually lavish, formal party featuring social dancing 

11. balloons: an inflatable rubber bag of various sizes, shapes, and colors. 

12. bubbly: an informal name for champagne. 

13. calendar: a table or register with the days of each month and week in a year. 

14. celebrate: to observe a day or commemorate an event with ceremonies or festivities. 

15. celebration: the festivities engaged in to celebrate something. 

16. cheers: a word that is commonly used as a salutation or toast. 

17. clock: an instrument for measuring and recording time. 

18. confetti: small bits of paper, usually colored, thrown or dropped from a height to enhance the gaiety 

of a festive event, as a parade, wedding, or New Year's Eve party. 

20. countdown: to count numbers backwards towards zero. 
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21. dancing: a successive group of rhythmical steps and bodily motions executed to music. 

22. day: the time between sunrise and sunset. 

23. eve: the period preceding or leading up to any event, the evening. 

24. evening: the latter part of the day and early part of the night; the period from sunset to bedtime. 

25. extravaganza: any lavish or opulent show or event. 

26. festivities: merriment characteristic of a festival, party or other event. 

27. firecracker: a small cardboard container filled with explosive powder and lit by a fuse 

28. fireworks: a device, such as a Catherine wheel, Roman candle, or rocket,  in which combustible 

materials are ignited and produce colored flames, sparks, and smoke, sometimes accompanied by bangs 

29. first: the beginning; the first part; first member of a series. 

30. gathering: an assemblage of people; group or crowd. 

31. goblet: a drinking glass with a foot and stem. 

32. gown: a loose, flowing outer garment in any of various forms especially a woman's formal wear. 

33. happy: delighted, pleased, or glad, as over a particular thing. 

34. hat: a shaped covering for the head, usually with a crown and brim, 

35. holiday: a day fixed by law or custom on which ordinary business is suspended in commemoration of 

some event or in honor of some person. 

36. hourglass: an instrument for measuring time, consisting of two bulbs of glass joined by a narrow 

passage through which a quantity of sand or mercury runs in just an hour. 

37. invitation: the written or spoken form with which a person is invited. 

38. invite: to request politely or formally. 

39. kiss: to join lips in respect, affection, love and/or passion. 
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40. last: occurring or coming after all others, as in time, order, or place. 

41. memories: mental impressions that have been retained; a recollection. 

42. merrymaking: the act of taking part gaily or enthusiastically in some festive or merry celebration. 

43. midnight: the middle of the night; twelve o'clock at night. 

44. new: of recent origin, production, purchase, etc.; having but lately come or been brought into being. 

45. noisemaker: a rattle, horn, or similar device used to make noise. 

46. old: of or relating to the latter part of the life or term of existence  

47. parade: a large public procession, usually including a marching band and often of a festive nature. 

48. party: a social gathering for conversation, refreshments and entertainment. 

49. resolution: the act of determining upon an action, course of action, method, procedure.  

50. sparklers: fireworks that emit little sparks. 

51. streamer: a long, narrow flag or pennant. 

52. time: the system of those sequential relations that any event has to any other, as past, present, or 

future. 

53. toast: a salutation or a few words of congratulation, good wishes, appreciation, remembrance, etc., 

uttered immediately before drinking to a person, event, etc. 

54. tradition: a long-established or inherited way of thinking or acting. 

55. tuxedo:  a man's jacket for semiformal evening dress, traditionally of black or dark-blue color and 

characteristically having satin or grosgrain facing on the lapels. 

56. vow: a solemn promise, pledge, or personal commitment 

57. year: a period of 365 or 366 days, in the Gregorian calendar, divided into 12 calendar months 
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