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St. Patrick’s Day Vocabulary 

 

1. bagpipe: a reed instrument consisting of a melody pipe and one or more accompanying drone pipes protruding 

from a windbag into which the air is blown by the mouth or a bellows. 

2. banshee: (in Irish folklore) a female spirit whose wailing warns of impending death. 

3. blarney: flattery; deceptive or misleading talk; 

4. blarney stone: a stone in Blarney Castle near Cork, Ireland, said to impart skill in flattery to anyone who kisses it. 

5. bog: wet, spongy ground with soil composed mainly of decayed vegetable matter. 

6. brogue: an Irish accent; any strong regional accent. 

7. celebrate: to observe (a day) or commemorate (an event) with ceremonies or festivities. 

8. Celtic: a branch of the Indo-European family of languages, including especially Irish, Scots Gaelic, Welsh, and 

Breton, which survive now in Ireland, the Scottish Highlands, Wales, and Brittany. 

9. clover: any of various plants of the genus Trifolium, of the legume family, having trifoliolate (3) leaves and dense 

flower heads, many species of which are cultivated as forage plants. 

10. coins: a piece of metal stamped and issued by the authority of a government for use as money. 

11. donnybrook: an inordinately wild fight or contentious dispute; brawl; free-for-all. 

12. Dublin: a seaport in and the capital of the Republic of Ireland, in the E part, on the Irish Sea. 

13. emerald green: a clear, deep-green color. 

14. Emerald Isle: a poetic name for Ireland 

15. fortune: chance; luck. 

16. four-leaf clover: a clover leaf having four leaflets instead of the usual three, purported to bring good luck. 

17. Gaelic: a Celtic language that includes the speech of ancient Ireland and the dialects that have developed from 

it. 

18. gold: a precious yellow metallic element, highly malleable and ductile, and not subject to oxidation or 

corrosion.  

19. good luck: Good fortune or a happy outcome, especially by chance. 

20. green: of the color of growing foliage, between yellow and blue in the spectrum. 
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21. harp: a large triangular plucked stringed instrument consisting of a soundboard connected to an upright pillar 

by means of a curved crossbar from which the strings extend downwards.  

22. Hibernian: a native of Ireland. 

23. holiday: a day fixed by law or custom on which ordinary business is suspended in commemoration of some 

event or in honor of some person. 

24. Ireland: a large western island of the British Isles, comprising Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

25. Irish: the aboriginal Celtic-speaking people of Ireland. 

26. Irish Republic: Irish Republic, Southern Ireland, a republic in NW Europe occupying most of Ireland: established 

as the Irish Free 

27. jig: a rapid, lively, springy, irregular dance for one or more persons. 

28. legend: a non-historical or unverifiable story handed down by tradition from earlier times and popularly 

accepted as historical. 

29. leprechaun: a conventionalized literary representation of a dwarf or sprite as a little old man who will reveal 

the location of a hidden crock of gold to anyone who catches him. 

30. limerick: a form of comic verse consisting of five lines. 

31. little people: small, imaginary beings, as elves, fairies, or leprechauns. 

32. luck: a combination of circumstances, events, etc., operating by chance to bring good or ill to a person. 

33. lucky: having or marked by good luck; fortunate 

34. magic: the art that, by use of spells, supposedly invokes supernatural powers to influence events; sorcery. 

35. magical: produced by or as if by magic. 

36. March: the third month of the year. 

37. mischief: conduct or activity that playfully causes petty annoyance. 

38. mischievous: causing annoyance, harm, or trouble. 

39. Patrick: a male given name: from a Latin word meaning “patrician.”. 

40. patron saint: a saint regarded as the special guardian of a person, group, trade, country, etc. 
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41. potato: Also called Irish potato, white potato. the edible tuber of a cultivated plant. 

42. pot of gold: the realization of all one's hopes and dreams; ultimate success, fulfillment, or happiness. 

43. rainbow: a bow-shaped display in the sky of the colors of the spectrum, caused by the refraction and reflection 

of the sun's rays through rain or mist 

44. saint: a person of great holiness, virtue, or benevolence; abbreviated St. 

45. Saint Patrick: 5th century AD, Christian missionary in Ireland, patron saint of Ireland. 

46. shillelagh:  a stout club or cudgel, esp. one made of oak or blackthorn. 

47. shamrock: a small, yellow-flowered clover: the national emblem of Ireland. 

48. snake: any of numerous limbless, scaly, elongate reptiles of the suborder Serpentes, comprising venomous and 

nonvenomous species inhabiting tropical and temperate areas. 

49. St. Paddy's Day: St. Patrick's Day. 

50. tradition: the handing down of statements, beliefs, legends, customs, information, etc., from generation to 

generation, especially by word of mouth or by practice. 

51. walking stick: a stick held in the hand and used to help support oneself while walking. 

52. wearing of the green: the tradition of wearing green for luck on St. Patrick's Day. 
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